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the spread of the disease, RanehhocHal by dint of the studied
moderation of his language and liis reasoned explanation
to Government, of the popular needs and appieheusions,
was able to secure for Ahmadabad immunity iiom the more
vexatious rules and restrictions which unfortunately led
elsewhere to distuibances and the temporary dislocation
of business. And here we may lemark that while deeply
attached to Iris own country and compatriots Ranchhodlal
never permitted their complaints or dissatisfaction to lessen
bis fundamental regard and respect for the British, As
in the case of the early plague regulations, RanchlKKUal's
views, like those of his countr3rmcn, were occasionally
opposed to those of Europeans ; but such tit vet fences of
policy and opinion never overshadowed the admiration
which he openly showed for the courage: and practical
efficiency of the latter. He believed firmly in the bona-fitlcs
of the Englishman, whether official or non-official, and on
that very account held a far stronger position as the leader
and spokesman of his countrymen in Gujarat than could
have been attained by a less broadminded or less impartial
critic.

Ranchhodlal died on the 26tli October, 1898, in his
seventy-sixth year. His intellectual and mental faculties
remained unimpaired to the last. But for several years
before his death he suffered fiom a chronic pulmonary
complaint which ultimately proved fatal. Kutire cessation
from active work, when the disease was iti its early stages,
might perhaps have arrested its progress ; but Ranchhodlal
was far too deeply engrossed in public and private work to
embrace a life of idleness, and made shift therefore to fight
the enemy with tonics and other medicines. The pain
which accompanied the malady usually attacked him after
midnight, and one who was an inmate of his house describes
Ranchhodlal awaking fiom sleep and perforce sitting up
for hours until the agony had passed. loiter the attacks
at night became more violent and he was not free from
occasional pain during the day. Expert medical advice